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GUNNER ALBERT EDWARD SMITH 

Service Number: 680380 
B Battery, 276th Brigade Royal Field Artillery 
Killed in action Tuesday 31st July 1917, Aged 28 
Born in Burbage. Enlisted in Preston 
Buffs Road Cemetery, St. Jean-Les-Ypres, Belgium Plot D Grave 28  
Burbage War Memorial 

 

Albert was born in Burbage in 1899, the son of Reuben and 
Catherine Smith. At the time of Albert’s death, Reuben was 
living with his second wife Florence Smith at 32 Victoria 
Road, Burbage, his first wife Catherine having died in 1908 at 
the age of 50. 
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Figure 311 Buffs Road Cemetery, St. Jean-Les-Ypres 

Following his education at the Council Schools in Burbage, 
by 1911 Albert was working as a Clerk at Sketchley Dye 
Works in Burbage before finding new employment in 
Lancashire from where he enlisted with the Royal Field 
Artillery in 1915. 

On 31st July 1917, Albert was killed in action, on the first 
day of what became known as the “Third Battle of Ypres” or 
“Passchendaele”. The Allies launched a renewed assault on 
German lines in the Flanders region of Belgium, in the much-
contested region near Ypres. The attack begins more than 
three months of brutal fighting until the capture of the village 
of Passchendaele on 6th November 1917.  

Albert had, for sometime, been employed in an 
observation post but owing to the lack of gunners he was 
again posted to the guns. 

At the time of his death he was in a rest billet. While walking 
to the cookhouse a percussion shell fell about 150 yards 
from him and a piece of the bursting shell passed through his 
bank and pocket book, also taking with it the upper part of his 
watch. Death was instantaneous. Albert served along with 
his brother Percy Smith, the celebrated Blackburn Rovers 
Footballer. His brother, who was in the vicinity, occasionally 
had the opportunity of visiting him. His last visit was to find 
him gone and all he could do was to see his last earthly resting 
place. During the battle there were over 310,000 British 
casualties and 260,000 German casualties.    

Albert is buried at Buffs Road Cemetery, St. Jean-Les-
Ypres in Belgium. Buffs Road was the name given to a small 
lane, which ran between Boundary Road and Admiral's 
Road, just to the north of the hamlet of Wieltje. The 
cemetery was made and used by fighting units (in particular 
by the 12th, 13th and 14th Royal Sussex and the Royal 
Artillery) between July 1917 and March 1918. There are 
now 289 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World 
War buried or commemorated in the cemetery. 86 of the 
burials are unidentified and there are special memorials to 
ten casualties whose graves in the cemetery were destroyed 
by shell fire.  

 
 

 

Figure 312 Medal Card 
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Figure 313 1891 Census – Freemans Lane 

 

Figure 314 1901 Census – 38 Church Street 

 

Figure 315 1911 Census – 32 Victoria Road, Burbage 


